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The eighteenth meeting of TAG took place at the DEP Building in Trenton. 
The following people were in attendance: Dick Lee, Bob Will, Joe Maher, Peter 
Brussock, Richard Dime, Glenn Bukowski, George Harvell, Chuck Hanson, Bill 
Weedendorf, Ed Konsevic, and Larry Schmidt, Also in attendance were Bob Gambrell 
(LSU), Robin Burr (F&WS), John Ciancia (EPA). The minutes of the TAG meeting of 
February 18 were approved as drafted. 

The first agenda item involved a TAG briefing on the SAC meeting which took 
place on June 30. Larry Schmidt reported that SAC had agreed to a schedule for 
the final review of the proposed RFP. The DEP staff draft will be issued on or 
about July 15 with a two week review period which would be followed by a working 
meeting of TAG members. Larry Schmidt reported that SAC members discussed the 
prospect of alternative procurement procedures for the RI/FS. Direct contracting 
by the two cooperating industries was evaluated. The DEP members on SAC 
recommended that several conditions would be necessary before the State would 
consider an alternative contracting mechanism. Morton Thiokol and Velsicol 
agreed to consider the conditions and if acceptable, would submit a letter to 
Assistant Commissioner John Gaston citing the mutual advantages of direct 
industry contracting with built-in checks and balances for the DEP. 

The remaining issues discussed at the SAC meeting involved administrative 
and routine matters involving reporting, payments, and status of ongoing work. 

The TAG then proceeded to review the "to do" list from the previous TAG 
meeting. The first item involved the need for a sign-off by the Office of 
Science and Research on the issue of toxicity testing. Glenn Bukowski stated 
that the Office of Science and Research is satisfied with the Corps of 
Engineers's toxicity testing protocols and the results of the three rounds of 
testing. He stated that he will put this into writing before the next meeting. 
Glenn also announced that he will replace Hank Garie as the OSR representative on 
the TAG. 

The Office of Science and Research will downgrade its role in managing the 
WES research project. Glenn Bukowski indicated that he was willing to share the 
research management with Dr. Peter Brussock of the Division of Hazardous Waste 
Management. Peter stated that he would be the technical liaison to the Corps 
with close coordination with Glenn Bukowski. Joe Maher will continue to do the 
administrative management of the contract. 
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The next "to do" item involved the write-up on the results of the HMDC's 
1985 biota monitoring program. Ed Konsevic said that he would prepare a short 
stand alone document as a substitute for the inclusion of biota monitoring in the 
1986 Routine Monitoring Program. 

The corollary issue of continued biota monitoring was raised. There was a 
Sub-committee consisting of Dime, Burr and Bukowski to look at the biota data 
from 1985 and recommend whether or not more monitoring is necessary. Peter 
Brussock will now replace Dime on the Sub-committee. The Sub-committee will make 
a recommendation prior to the next TAG meeting on the level of biota monitoring 
above and beyond what will be proposed in the RI/FS. The Industries represented 
were invited to provide input into the Sub-committee's recommendation. 

At this point it seemed logical to shift from the "to do" list to the agenda 
item relating to routine monitoring. Larry Schmidt announced that the SAC had 
formally approved a HMDC routine monitoring program for 1987. HMDC staff had 
anticipated approval and moved forward with two rounds of monitoring thus far. 
Ed Konsevic said he would continue to send water samples to a certified lab while 
HMDC is awaiting DEP certification for the HMDC lab. Ed handed out a report on 
mercury concentrations in surface water from Berry's Creek (water samples taken 
May 27, 1987). He then advised the TAG that HMDC has an ongoing two year fish 
census project which is being headed up by Mark Kraus. This project is being 
funded by HMDC in conjunction with the agency's Master Plan update and the 
District wide programmatic EIS. Ed recommended that a trap net station could be 
added in Berry's Creek and the fish which are caught could be analyzed for 
mercury. He noted that the additional trap net station would cost $11,000 
including Hg analysis and that HMDC is ready to get into the field with this work 
immediately. Ed felt that the timing was important since the Tri-Borough sewage 
treatment plant is going off line within a year. A question was raised with 
regard to testing of the fish for PCB's and other metals, why just mercury? Bill 
Weedendorf said he would support the HMDC proposal if the fish census and mercury 
analysis is identified in the RFP as a component of the RI/FS which HMDC is 
undertaking. Ed also noted that the fish census has a station located in the 
Berry's Creek Canal and that he dosen't believe that there would be much 
variability between a station in Berry's Creek and the station in the Berry's 
Creek Canal. There was no consensus among TAG members on this issue. 

The final "to do" item was a report by Bill Weedendorf on the experimental 
field sampling by Ontech Drilling. There was no discussion by TAG members on the 
report itself. However, Bill did discuss the mercury analysis results, focusing 
on 1955 time dating of the sediments by strata. 

The next agenda item was a report by Dick Lee on the status of the WES 
research. He handed out the second progress report which was dated June 24. 
Regarding QA/QC, Dick indicated that he submitted all of the requested 
information and had received a verbal "go ahead" from Peter Brussock. Dick also 
noted that he is assembling additional information to further satisfy Peter and 
the QA/QC office in DEP. TAG members recommended that Peter and possibly someone 
from Dennis Stainken's Office should conduct a field audit at WES and LSU to 
resolve some of the outstanding lab issues. Dick continued his report by stating 
that the aquaria systems have been adjusted and now the research project if going 
forward. Lee concluded his report by handing out new schedules (Appendix A -
WES, Appendix B - LSU, and a combined spreadsheet.) After accepting the progress 
report, TAG members further discussed an appropriate level of QA/QC and decided 



to go with the "best achievable relevant package " recognizing the difference 
between QA/QC for a contract lab and for a research lab. 

Bob Gambrell and Dick Lee discussed the field volitization study scheduled 
for this summer. Bob indicated that he was looking for three sites, one each 
with low, medium and high mercury levels. Ed Konsevic indicated that HMDC could 
assist in the logistics, availability of boats, generator rentals, etc. Ed 
further proposed to find the three sites and take grab samples and analyze those 
samples to verify low, medium, and high levels of mercury. The two industries 
agreed to pay the cost of the HMDC support work of the field study. 

Finally, Dick Lee reported on the budgeting and accounting process as WES. 
He noted that the payments were slow in coming in and WES had to debit $30,000 to 
continue the work. He stressed that the payments should be sent to WES in a 
timely fashion. 

Bob Gambrell was then asked to give a report on his preliminary research 
findings. Thus far he has concluded that; 1) if the material is dredged and 
placed in an upland site, the material will become acidic with an expected 
release of metals, 2) LSU has seen a lot of movement in zinc releases at near 
neutral pH conditions, and 3) there does not appear to be much movement in 
mercury under neutral pH and various Eh conditions. 

The next agenda item was the proposed analytical methods for methyl mercury. 
LSU researchers suggested a method for inclusion in the RFP. This was done as a 
courtesy to TAG. The method has been reviewed by various DEP sections without 
consensus. It was agreed that Nancy Spence of the QA/QC Unit in the Division of 
Hazardous Waste Management will make the decision on the method to be specified 
in the RFP. 

The last agenda item discussed was the development of the RFP. Peter 
Brussock made an extensive presentation on the current draft of the RFP and his 
suggested changes and inclusions. The TAG members discussed the changes and 
provided input on the appropriateness of the changes as warranted. Peter 
indicated that the revised draft RFP will be circulated by his office on or about 
July 15. TAG members will be asked to review the document within a two week 
period and a working meeting of TAG members at the HMDC Environment Center will 
be scheduled at the end of the review period. It was the goal of TAG to complete 
its review of the RFP in order to make its recommendation to SAC by the end of 
August. 

The next meeting of TAG will be called by the Secretary, approximately two 
weeks following the circulation of the next draft of the RFP. 


